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Advisable Narrative Structure
Specific Aims (1 page limit)

State concisely the goals of the proposed research and summarize the expected outcome(s), including the impact that the results of
the proposed research will exert on the research field(s) involved. List succinctly the specific objectives of the research proposed,
e.g., to test a stated hypothesis, create a novel design, solve a specific problem, challenge an existing paradigm or clinical practice,
address a critical barrier to progress in the field, or develop new technology.

Research Strategy (R01 equivalent narratives = 12 page limit; R21/R03 equivalent narratives = 6 page limit)

Organize in the specified order using the instructions provided below or as stated in the Funding Opportunity Announcement the
application was submitted in response to. Start each section with the appropriate section heading – Significance, Innovation, and
Approach. Cite published experimental details in the Research Strategy section and provide the full reference in the Bibliography &
References Cited section.

 Significance

Explain the importance of the problem or critical barrier to progress in the field that the proposed project addresses; explain how
the proposed project will improve scientific knowledge, technical capability, and/or clinical practice in one or more broad fields;
and describe how the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative interventions that drive this field
will be changed if the proposed aims are achieved.

 Innovation

Explain how the application challenges and seeks to shift current research or clinical practice paradigms; describe any novel
theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation or interventions to be developed or used, and any
advantage over existing methodologies, instrumentations, or interventions; and explain any refinements, improvements or new
applications of theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions.

 Approach

Describe the overall strategy, methodology, and analyses to be used to accomplish the specific aims of the project; discuss
potential problems, alternative strategies, and benchmarks for success anticipated to achieve the aims; and if the project is in
the early stages of development, describe any strategy to establish feasibility, and address the management of any high risk
aspects of the proposed work. Side Notes: For new applications, include information on Prelim Studies as part of the approach

section; however, for R01 applications, reviewers will be instructed to place less emphasis on the prelim data in applications
from Early Stage Investigators than on the prelim data in applications from more established investigators.

Bibliography & References Cited (No page limit)

Provide a bibliography of any references cited in the Project Narrative. Each reference must include the names of all authors (in the
same sequence in which they appear in the publication), the article and journal title, book title, volume number, page numbers, and
year of publication. Include only bibliographic citations.

Websites with Narrative Structure Information
 NIH & AHRQ Announce Upcoming Changes to Policies, Instructions and Forms for 2016 Grant Applications:
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-16-004.html
 National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases: Sample Applications and Summary Statements:
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/researchfunding/grant/pages/appsamples.aspx
 NIH Notice on Enhancing Reproducibility through Rigor and Transparency: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15103.html

